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Anti-Aircraft Guns
Blast At Object Over
Cities On West Coast

Army Declines Comment; Object May Have Been
Enemy Blimp; Fragments Of Metal
Fall Around Houses

Los Angeles, Feb. 25— (AP)——Anti-nireraft guns fired
round after round of ammunition and tracer bullets at an
unidentified cbject which moved slowly down the ecoast from
Santa Monica and disappeared south of the rich Signal Hill
oil fields early today.

Armv officials declined to comment but speculation
guickly arose that an enemy blimp might have passed over
the area. This was based on the fact the object required
nearly 30 minutes to travel some 20 or 25 miles—far slower
than an airplane.

An official source which declined to be quoted directly
told the Associated Press that U. S. Army planes quickly
wen! into action. However, just before dawn, another of-
ficial =aid no 17, S. eraft had one in vursuit because of danger
from their own anti-aireraft fire. IHe said anti-aireraft gun-
ners reported seeing unidentified planes.

No Bombs

No bombs were dropped.
The all clear sounded at 7:18 a. m. (10:19 & m. EWT).
Mre. H. . Landis telephoned police that fragments of
metal fell about her home and “a chunk of something” dug
a hole n her backvard., A arms expert zaid the fragments
were from an anti-aireraft shell
Police at Venice, 14 miles west of the ecoast, arrested
three Japanese for investigation of reports they were send-
ing flashlight signals from the pier. Veniee is just ountside
an area ordered evacuated by Japanese yesterday,
A newszpzperman at San Fedro
id sfrplaney paxepd over tHé Tos
Angales-Long Beach harbor ares.
The eraft ware not identified.

Planes In Acton

U. 8. Army planes guickly went
into action but whether they con=-
tacted the object was not annsone-
ed., Army officials said they could
not comment until they received
reports of the action.

There were no reports of any
attempts to bomb this area from
the air although many war-vitel
factories, shipyards end other de-
fense Indostries wera on the routa
the object followed.

Although some watchers said
they saw airplanes in the air, semis
official sources said they probably
were the UL 5 Army's pursoita

All of the aectlon, clearly spob-
lighted for ground observers by
23 or 30 searchlizhis, was just &
few muiies west of Los Angeles
Broper.

Appear 8,000 Feet

Ovbservers said the object ape
neated to be BOGO feet or higher.

Firing, first heard shortly after
2 o, m. ceased snddenly at 3:30
2. m. after the object dizappeared
south of Sienal Hill, at the east
edgs of Long Beach. Anti-aireraft
guna fired steadily for two minota
periods, were =silent  abouwt 45
seconds, and continged that roo-
tine peary haif an hour.

All of Scuthern Califormia
from the San Joagquin Valley to
the Mexican border was blacked
out. Loz Anceles donsed its lighta
firet, at 2:23 2 m., San Diego,
just 17 mides from the border, did
not receive its Tights oot order one
] 2:05 o m.

Unofficial sources said Army of-
ficials at Riverside, 40 miles east
of Los Angeles, ordered the blacks
out.

It came 32 hosrs afiter a sube
matipe fired 25 shrapnel shells at
the Ellwoad Tidelanda oil field
during Presiden: Roosgvell’s war
addresa to the mnation Monday
nizght. Damame in that attack was
neghrible—phout £300 to an oil
well engine hcousing and power
line=, Oniy two of the shells scored
hite: 23 feil harmlessiy nto pas-
tures, foothillz arnd the beach,
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